VERMONT

Department of Motor Vehicles
120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05603-0001

TEXTING

It doesn’t take more than
two seconds to go from
this ....

Remember, when you’re
driving, no texting!

VERMONT’S
“TEXTING” LAW

» All drivers are prohibited from
texting while operating a moving
motor vehicle on a highway.

» Only drivers under the age of 18 are
prohibited from other use of
portable electronic devices.

What is the legal definition of “texting”
according to this law?

Texting is: Reading or manually composing,
or sending of electronic communications.
Electronic communications include text
messages, instant messages, or e-mails using
a portable electronic device.

What is considered a “portable electronic
device"?

A portable electronic device includes (but is
not limited to) a cellular telephone, a
personal digital assistant (PDA), and laptop
computers. Use of a GPS or navigational
system is permitted.

What are the penalties for violating
Vermont's texting law?

Senior Operators — Operators 18 & Older
Texting (1% offense) - $100.00 fine & 2 points

Texting (2 & subsequent offense) - $250.00
fine & 5 points

Use of Portable Electronic Devices Other
Than Texting - No Violation For This Age
Group

Junior Operators - Operators Under Age 18
Texting (1% offense) - $100.00 fine & 2 points

+ 30 day recall

Texting (2 & subsequent offense) - $250.00
fine & 5 points + 30 day recall

Use of Portable Electronic Devices Other
Than Texting ~ $100.00 fine & 2 points

A message from Robert Ide,
Commissioner of the Vermont
Department of Motor
Vehicles...

“Distracted driving is a national
epidemic. Make responsible
choices to improve safety for
yourself, your passengers, and
others who share the highways.”

Questions? Call 802-828-2156

www.dmv.vermont.gov

Putting A Face To It

All were killed by drivers who were
texting while driving.
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