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BOARD OF ABATEMENT MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 21, 2009 

GIFFORD MEDICAL CENTER  

MAPLE LEAF CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Present: Selectboard:  Lawrence Townsend and Stephen Webster 
  Board of Listers:  Linda Nissl and Donald Sweetser 
  Justices of the Peace:  Richard Burstein, William Brigham, Elaine Soule,  
   Barbara Angell, Jack Cowdrey, Pamela Stafford, Ruth Lutz, Tom Harty  
   and John Jackson 
  Town Clerk & Treasurer:  Joyce Mazzucco 
  Others:  Patrick French, Town Assessor; James Powers; Robert Wolfe 
 
 The first order of business, since this was the first meeting of the Board of Abatement in 
2009, was to elect a board chair.  Stephen Webster nominated Richard Burstein to be the board 
chair.  Elaine Soule seconded the nomination.  There were no further nominations.  Elaine Soule 
made a motion to close nominations.  Stephen Webster seconded the motion.  A voice vote was 
taken and the motion carried by majority vote to close nominations.  A voice vote was taken and 
Mr. Burstein was elected to act as board chair by majority vote. 
 
 The next order of business was to consider the abatement request of James Powers, 
property located at 13 Maple Street, which was destroyed by fire on October 1, 2008.  Mr. 
Powers’ appeal letter was labeled as “Exhibit 1”.  The abatement request was made pursuant to 
24 V.S.A. § 1535(5).  Patrick French, Town Assessor presented to the board a handout with 
information about the condition of 13 Maple Street after the fire.  Mr. French said he has 
appraised the remaining property at $86,800.  The property value prior to the fire was $200,200.  
The loss in value after the fire was $113,400 for 273 days.  It was Mr. French’s recommendation 
that the board should abate Mr. Powers’ taxes by $1,806.09.  A discussion followed about the 
abatement request.  Participating in the discussion was:  Pat French, Elaine Soule, Larry 
Townsend, and Tom Harty.  Mr. Powers had already paid the taxes in full, so any abatement 
would create a credit on the account.  Pam Stafford made a motion to abate Mr. Powers’ FY 
2009 property taxes by $1,806.09, with the credit to be refunded to the taxpayer.  Jack Cowdrey 
seconded the motion.  A voice vote was taken and the motion to abate $1,806.09 carried by 
majority vote.  Mr. Powers’ FY 2009 property taxes will be reduced by $1,806.09 and the credit 
will be refunded to Mr. Powers. 
 
 Before hearing the next abatement request, Stephen Webster had questions about 
procedure and the Secretary of State’s opinion about what can and cannot be abated.  A 
discussion followed with Pamela Stafford, Richard Burstein and John Jackson participating.  It 
was Mr. Webster’s opinion that penalty and interest can be abated without abating taxes based on 
language in 24 V.S.A. § 1535(c) where the word “or” is used.  [(c) The board shall, in any case 
in which it abates taxes, interest, or collection fees….] 
 
 The next abatement request was from Ellen and Kevin Doering, property located at 3 
Furnace Road.  Mr. Burstein read Mr. Doering’s letter to the board.  Stephen Webster made a 
motion to abate the $217.86 in penalty and interest.  Larry Townsend seconded the motion.  
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Discussion followed with the following individuals participating:  Tom Harty, Elaine Soule, 
Larry Townsend, Pam Stafford, Jack Cowdrey, Linda Nissl, Don Sweetser, and Joyce Mazzucco.  
The discussion centered on whether this was a case where the taxpayer simply forgot to pay the 
taxes on time or a case of financial hardship.  The board agreed that there was insufficient 
information provided to document financial hardship.  Jack Cowdrey made a motion to call the 
question.  Elaine Soule seconded the motion.  A voice vote was taken and the motion to call the 
question carried by majority vote.  Mr. Burstein called the question to abate $217.86 in penalty 
and interest.  A voice vote was taken and the motion to abate failed by majority vote, with one 
abstention.  The abatement request was denied. 
 
 The next abatement request was from Robert Wolfe, property located at 653 Vermont 
Route 12A.  Mr. Wolfe was present at the meeting and described his situation to the board.  He 
recently purchased the property at 653 Vermont Route 12A at auction from Wells Fargo on 
02/27/2009, and only recently was informed there were delinquent property taxes due. He told 
the board he has signed a payment agreement with the town, but was looking to have the penalty 
and interest abated ($430.07).  A discussion followed with the following individuals participating 
in the discussion:  Robert Wolfe, Richard Burstein, Elaine Soule, Stephen Webster, and Joyce 
Mazzucco.  There were questions about what information appeared on the HUD closing 
statements and what credits were given to the buyer.  Mr. Wolfe did not have the final HUD 
statement with him.  The copy he had was a preliminary copy and did not contain the final 
figures.  It appeared there was insufficient information to proceed with the abatement and Mr. 
Wolfe withdrew his request without prejudice.  Mr. Wolfe may appeal in the future to the Board 
of Abatement to reconsider this request. 
 
 The next abatement request was from Kerry Brown on behalf of the Town of Randolph 
requesting an abatement of $3.62 on parcel #102001-210, on a lot now owned by Kenneth 
Stevens.  Ms. Brown’s letter described an internal administrative issue that caused Mr. Stevens’ 
payment not to be applied on his account on the day received.  Ms. Brown was requesting the 
board abate the May interest of $3.62.  Stephen Webster made a motion to abate the $3.62.  
Larry Townsend seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  A voice vote was taken and the 
motion to abate $3.62 carried by majority vote. 
 
 Joyce Mazzucco, Town Clerk, will write up the board’s decisions and notify each of the 
appellants in writing. 
 
 There was no further business to consider.  Larry Townsend made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Elaine Soule seconded the motion.  A voice vote was taken and the motion carried 
by majority vote.  The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
  
      Attest:____________________________________ 
       Joyce L. Mazzucco, Town Clerk 
 


