Conservation Commission Minutes of November 17, 2015
Town Hall Conference Room A, 7 Summer Street

Attendees: Brendan Barden, Jenny Davis, Sid McLam, Gerry Reymore
Guests: Camden Walton, Ronni Solbert

1. Callto Order
Chairman McLam called meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

2. Conservation Fund Report
Tabled due to waiting for updated information from town accountant.

3. Minutes of October 20, 2015
Vote to accept minutes of October 20 meeting was tabled until December meeting due to no
one bringing a copy to the meeting.

4. Solar Fencing
Mr. McLam reported that this was in regard to Jenn Colby and the sheep grazing that took place
this summer at the Ellis Property. There was an issue regarding purchase of the solar fencer,
and Mr. McLam will follow up with Ms. Colby.

5. Trail Proposal Update
Mr. Barden did not have any updates, but will try to have the Selectboard sign off on the
amended Forest Usage Policy.
Mr. Barden would like to see if the town highway department would plow out access parking for
vehicles at the Ellis Property and Tatro Hill town forest so trails could be used for winter
recreation (hiking, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing). Mr. Barden will follow up with the Town
Manager’s office.

6. December Meeting Date
Mr. McLam asked committee members if they wanted to move up the date of the December
meeting one week due to the upcoming Christmas holiday. Consensus of those present was to
keep the meeting at the regular third Tuesday, which will be December 15.

7. Website Update
Tabled as Mr. Van Dyke was absent.

8. Other Business
Mr. Barden reported that there is a proposed pending project studying removal of a dam on the
Third Branch of the White River that is located near Prince Street under the Route 12 bridge in
order to improve fish passage and flood resiliency. Matt Murawski of Dubois & King is the
engineer on the project. The Vermont Agency of Transportation is currently studying the
proposed dam removal in reference to effects on bridge abutments and flood resiliency.
Mr. Murawski is seeking a memo of support for this project by the Conservation Commission.
Mr. Barden made a motion that the RCC write a memo in support for the project.
Motion seconded by Ms. Davis.
Approved unanimously.
Mr. Barden will prepare a draft memo of support and bring to the December 15 meeting for
approval by the RCC.



Mr. Reymore reported to the Commission that the work being done on Tatro Hill by the RTCC
Environmental Resource Management class was mostly completed with the removal of firewood
from prior logging activities and cutting benches out of a large pine log, as well as clean-up.

Mr. Reymore noted that there has been some motorized vehicle traffic in the Tatro Hill forest. It
was the consensus of those present that a few trees should be dropped across the trail to
discourage motorized vehicles from entering. Plan is to have what little remaining clean-up
work left to do completed by November 30.

Mr. Reymore also informed the Commission that the Criminal Justice/Public Safety instructor at
RTCC would like to use the Tatro Hill forest for overnight survival training/night time
orienteering in early December. Overnight camping is a permitted use of this property under
the Forest Usage Policy. It was pointed out that a fire permit should be obtained from the Fire
Warden.

Ms. Davis brought up the serious erosion situation at the Pleasant Street forest adjacent to the
South View Cemetery. Rip-rap needs to be brought in to mitigate the erosion from the storm
drain. Mr. McLam will contact the Town Manager’s office to apprise them of the situation.

Ronni Solbert, a community resident, alerted the Commission to concerns about a leaking
culvert near Cumberland Farms with constant run-off into the Third Branch of the White River.
Mr. McLam will also mention this to the Town Manager’s office.

9. Adjournment
At 6:36 p.m. on a motion by Chairman McLam, seconded by Mr. Reymore, the Commission
voted to adjourn until its next scheduled meeting on December 15, 2015 at 6 p.m. in Town Hall

Conference Room A, 7 Summer Street, by unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Sidney McLam, Chair



