Fire Advisory Meeting of February 10, 2015 at 1900 hours
Town Hall Conference Room A, 7 Summer Street

Attendees: Kermit LaBounty (Chair), Larry Thurston and Jay Collette (RVFD), Ken Preston and Dana
Williams (RCFD), Jacob Boule and Paul Campbell (ERFD), Kevin Wheatley (BVFD), Tuthill Doane
(Braintree), and Trini Brassard (Liaison)

Visitors: Trisha Harper — Vermont Buildings and General Services, Bob Burke — Veteran Affairs, Bob

Durkee — Cemetery Maintenance, Ron Lyon — Dubois and King, President of Summit Distributing, and

President of (company that installed the pumps and canopy)

1.

Call to order
Mr. LaBounty called the meeting to order at 19:02 PM
Meeting minutes of January 13, 2015

On motion of RCFD Preston, seconded by RVFD Collette the committee voted to approve the
minutes of January 13, 2015 with a change of the name to Mr. Northern in item 5. Unanimously
approved.

Veterans Cemetery

A presentation of the project was made, they agreed to add a security box and RCFD Preston
signed the local Act 250 document and provided it to them.

Randolph Mobil

A presentation of the project, canopy and fire suppression systems, new safety features of
modern distribution systems and the issues with fire suppression systems going off due to
weather and other events other than fire.

Summit Distributing will go back to discuss getting the requirement removed from the permit
and will communicate the results. RCFD Preston will send an email to Fire Safety to express the
consensus of the board that we support safety features that provide protection to the public. In
this case there is a change in support for fire suppression systems at the national and state level.
Given the requirement is in a state permit, the right place for it to be addressed is at the state
level.

Back Up Plan for Dispatch

Orange County Sherriff Bill Bohnyak has expressed interest in discussions with testing his
dispatch equipment to see if they can send signals to the various fire departments. In the event
they can they are interested in discussing an agreement to provide back up services for dispatch.
Need to get Radio North contact Mark in touch with Sherriff Bohnyak to discuss if there is a way
to send test tones from his equipment.
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Need to assemble emergency call list for each department with numbers for people that could
be contacted to dispatch if Barre City Dispatch is down. The identified people should not be the
chiefs. There is equipment that can dispatch in the Town Manager’s Office and this should be
considered the first on the list during hours the office is open.

6. Draft MOU with VTC Fire Science

There was no representative from VTC at the meeting. It was decided to drop the issue until
someone brings a new proposal to the committee.

7. Communications
No topics to discuss
8. Auxiliary and Apparatus Equipment
Next month the air packs will be flow tested. ERFD Chief Boule is getting quotes now.

Need to research the future of air packs before continuing to replace 2216 bottles. Additional
air is needed to ensure the firefighters have enough to get in, do their job and get out. The
“minutes of air” assigned to a bottle isn’t accurate given everyone uses air at a different rate.

9. Other Business
Braintree has adopted a new policy to notify RVFD Chief Collette when they close a road that is
unsafe.

10. Adjournment

At 21:19 hours, on motion by RVFD Thurston and seconded by ERFD Chief Boule, the committee
voted to adjourn until its next scheduled meeting of Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 1900 hours in
Town Hall Conference Room A, 7 Summer Street. Unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Trini Brassard
Selectboard Liaison



