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DEDICATION
Building Community

Ronald Greenwood
On looking with granddaughter Lauren
Photo by Eric Kenyon

With a smile on his face and a chair always available in
his office, overlooking a yard of tractors and equipment
Ronald Greenwood has worked to build the agriculture
community and the East Valley. At a very young age,
he worked with his father operating a slaughterhouse
and going door to door making meat available to homes
around Randolph. His family then purchased and
operated a dairy farm as well as began selling
equipment and machinery. Ron not only attended
Randolph schools, but drove the school bus to and from
school to help other students have access. A graduate of
Norwich University and still visible at their hockey
games, Ron then went into the Army for what he
intended to be a career until he was needed back home
to keep L.W. Greenwood & Sons going. During the
past 43 years of managing this growing business and
helping the farming community through some rough
times, he has been an advocate for agriculture and
promoted learning through things like the Vermont
Farm Show. As a member of the board for 28 years, he
will retire this year following a 16-year term as the
President. A member of the East Randolph Fire
Department Prudential Committee for at least 3
decades, while President he was instrumental in getting
the new station built. During this time, he was also very
active in the rehabilitation of the East Randolph Town
Hall and the Neighborhood Beautification Program.
Randolph Area Chamber of Commerce’s recognized his
efforts in 2003 with the Outstanding Business Executive
award. In November 2013, Ron received the Vermont
Veterans Medal and the Vermont Distinguished Service
Medal from Governor Peter Shumlin.

Becky McMeekin
Photo by Wink Willett

For 16 years, Becky McMeekin has served as Executive
Director of Chandler Center for the Arts. Her leadership has
greatly enriched Randolph’s identity and has offered meaning
and joy to its citizens as well as to thousands of others who,
over the years, have traveled from across New England, New
York, and Canada to experience Chandler’s many exciting
offerings. Through her years at the helm, Becky has greatly
expanded the quality, frequency, and diversity of programming
in the hall. She has assembled and overseen many hundreds of
Chandler programs each year, designed to suit all ages and
tastes. Recently, Becky assisted in a major fundraising
campaign that made possible a much-needed renovation and
expansion of the historic, 105-year-old hall. Last year, Yankee
magazine named Chandler the region’s Best Music Hall.
Yankee’s editor said such honors always “contain an untold
back story about someone striving for perfection, having a
dream, and having the vision to make a difference.” For
Chandler, that someone is Becky. The recipient of the 2007
Randolph Chamber’s Outstanding Business Executive of the
Year, Becky is gracious and engaging, equally at ease with
famous musicians, children acting in their first Chandler
musical, members of the U.S. Congress, Chandler volunteers,
or people who drop by her office without warning. Becky
makes time for everyone, consistently putting their needs, and
the community’s needs, ahead of her own. In her life outside of
Chandler, Becky is the proud mother of three, the passionate
grandmother of one, and the wife of teacher and theater
director Charlie McMeekin. She is an accomplished musician
on cello and violin. She also is an exceptionally fine writer,
poet, singer, teacher, and friend. Her warm personality, her
sense of fairness, her keen sensitivity and diplomacy, and her
passion for the job have created what Chandler is today, and
through that, have greatly strengthened and defined what
Randolph is today.

On behalf of its citizens and its land the Town of Randolph thanks to both for their continuing dedication to service and stewardship.
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The Clock

Randolph Rotary Club took on the project of
installing an ancient clock in the Town Hall for its
Rotary Centennial Project in 2005. The clockworks,
an E. Howard Clock of Boston, were originally
installed in the tower of the Central Vermont Railroad
Station in 1911 by the West Randolph Grange.

In September of 1942, the clock was deeded to the
town but remained in the tower until 2004. At that
point, the works were removed and stored in
anticipation of Town approval for its new location.
Rotary was given a go in 2012, and work was begun.
Larry Leonard of the Randolph Historical Society
found the 5-foot dial in the Meridian Masonic Hall in
Franklin, NH. Sjobeck’s Antique Clock Shop cleaned
the movement.

Randolph Rotarians, led by Ted Elzey and Larry
Richburg put the project together; restoring the clock
face, obtaining the glass, outside round frame, clock
weight and drive. Finally, in the summer of 2013, the
installation of the clock was completed, and Randolph
Rotary accomplished its goal of celebrating the 100™
of the founding of Rotary International.

Cover Photos

Town Hall Clock by Tim Calabro (front cover)
Fall Sky over Randolph by Harriet Chase (back cover)

The Clock by Ted Elzey
Photos by Cindy Spaulding
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Attention Residents of Randolph!

Are you interested in making a difference in the Randolph community? The Randolph Selectboard is seeking
enthusiastic community members for vacancies on the following Commissions and Advisory Committees:

Commissions
(Terms expire March 2014)

Conservation Commission (3-YEar tEIIM) ......cccoeuvurieiiurirrineirimiieiiseietsisesessesesessesssessesesssssesesssssssessssssesssssenes 3 vacancies

Planning Commission (4-Yar teIM)........ccwiuuiuimiiimiiississse s sesssssss s sesss s ssssssssssssssssssssses 2 vacancies

Development Review Board (3-year term) 2 vacancies

Development Review Board Alternate (2-Year term)........cceueueuriuniuremiererneeereeenensessensessesesasesssssesssssesssssessesses 1 vacancy

Design Advisory Review Commission (3-year term) .........cocuiiuiuneimimumniinsiississsessssssssssssssssssssssnes 1 vacancy

Design Advisory Review Commission (2-Year term) ... sssssesssssssssssnes 1 vacancy
Representatives

Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Planning Comm. (1 year term)
White River Valley Ambulance Board of Directors (1 year term)

1 vacancy
1 vacancy

Advisory Committees

Capital Planning Committee
Citizens Advisory Board
Energy Advisory Committee
Police Advisory Committee
Randolph Community Recreational Advisory Committee
Water & Sewer Advisory Committee

Please submit letters of interest to Town Manager’s Office,
via email: Secretary@randolphvt.org or
Postal: Town Manager’s Office, Drawer B, Randolph, Vermont 05060
Town’s website at www.randolph.vt.us
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Year in Review — Randolph Chronology 2013
By Miriam Herwig, Historian for Randolph

January: Two fires on the same day destroy the homes of Jennifer Blanchard on Fairview Street and
Norm and Valentenna Illsley on Route 12 in Braintree. Black-capped chickadee is most common bird
seen on annual Christmas bird count, replacing last year’s American crow. After months of fine-tuning
its proposal for a senior living community near Exit 4, Gifford Medical Center receives ACT 250
approval on critical criteria involving building on farmland, final approval seems likely. Replacement of
the sewer treatment plant, one of the state’s oldest, becomes a step nearer when the Selectboard votes to
order wastewater pumps. Monesen Hearth Systems, owner of Vermont Castings changes its name to
Vermont Castings Group in appreciation of brand value. New Year’s baby at Gifford is Kaydence Sedor,
daughter of Sara Brown and Shawn Sedor of South Royalton. Federal funding for the Boys & Girls Club
is slashed from $140,000 to $12,000. The Club quickly moves to divest programs in Hartford, Bethel,
Northfield and Bradford in order to concentrate on Randolph. Randolph village is renewed as one of
Vermont’s “designated downtowns,” which is designed to increase public and private investment. The
Randolph Playhouse opens a Kickstarter campaign to provide funding for a digital projector that will
allow it to stay in business. Governor Shumlin comes to Randolph to sign an agreement with Jesse
“Sam” Sammis to build a $14 million visitors’ center and Vermont Products Show case at Exit 4.

February: The 13 students in Tom Harty’s Public Safety and Criminal Justice program at Randolph
Technical Career Center plunge into icy Sunset Lake in Pond Village to learn how to rescue people and
animals. They wore ice rescue suits identical to those worn by the U.S. Coast Guard. Vermont Technical
College is chosen to host the new Governor’s Institute on “Farms, Food, and Your Future” for a week this
summer. Freedom Foods owner Cathy Bacon announces the company will build a new 26,000 sq. ft.
plant on Beanville Road to house the rapidly growing business. A grant from the State will help the town
extend a sewer line to the property. Large solar array will be built at the landfill by Encore Development
of Burlington. As of the end of the year, construction was well underway. RUHS welcomes a new
student club, GLOW, standing for “Gay, Lesbian or Whatever.” The brand new bowling team at RUHS
closed out its season with six wins and two second-place finishes in eight matches. George and Kelly
Gray, owners of Compucount are named business executives of the year by the Randolph Chamber of
Commerce. Suicide is ruled the cause of death, when Peter Margaret, 51, lay down under the wheels of a
fuel delivery truck at Cumberland Farms and was crushed. Randolph Center musher Dillon Gast takes
third place in prestigious Alpen Dogsled race in Italy. He was the only American to take part. Randolph
native and RUHS graduate Jenn King, 35, was found dead in her Hong Kong apartment of an unknown
illness. Mikel E. Brady of Randolph, already wanted by police for various offenses is arrested in North
Carolina after he allegedly shot and gravely injured a state trooper during a traffic stop. Leadership
changes at the Chamber of Commerce: Executive Director Ben Merrill steps down, to be succeeded by
Emma Schumann; Chamber President Mike Van Dyke is replaced by Jonni Spaulding.

March: Town elects Tom Schersten to replace Jon Kaplan on the Selectboard and re-elects Marjorie
Ryerson, Dennis Brown and Trini Brassard. The fifth selectman is Larry Richburg. Venerable positions
of fence viewer and inspector of lumber, shingles, wood, and weigher of coal are not appointed by
Selectboard, being no longer required. Stagecoach Transportation thanks the twenty-one towns, which
supported public transportation in their town meetings, starting with “We are committed to fulfilling the
expectations that have been entrusted to us.” DuBois & King receives an industry award for its work on
the town’s wastewater collection system after Irene. The firm has grown 40% in four years, according to
its president, Jeffrey Tucker. Agriculture Professor Chris Dutton has been appointed the first director of
the new Institute for Applied Agriculture and Food Systems at Vermont Technical College. Wrestling for
RUHS, Tristan Brown of Bethel wins the junior high division of the Youth New England Wrestling
Championship in the 215-pound class. LED Dynamics is finding far-flung new markets, including
lighting a fish processing plant in the Aleutian Islands. Allegra Walters of Randolph Center is the



American Quarter Horse Associations national champion in the “horsemanship” category, based on points
accumulated through the year with her mount, Ben’s Chocolate Chip.

April: Randolph Technical Career Center senior Charlie Mclnerney recently returned from a trip to his
college in Cleveland Ohio, driving a 1983 Mercedes 300 Turbo that he converted to run on vegetable oil
for his tech project. Beginning April 1, Stagecoach’s “89er North” bus has been offering morning service
from Exit 4 park and ride north to Montpelier. Nearly 300 young people gather at RUHS April 5-6 for
the Vermont State Drama Festival. Randolph National Bank announces it will be sold to Lake Sunapee
Bank for $14.4 million of Lake Sunapee stock. RNB has branches in six villages and assets of more than
$170 million. Patrick’s Place restaurant will close after eight years of operating on the corner of North
Main Street and Merchant’s Row. John and Ruth Lutz won the D.A.R. Community Service Award.

Main Street is seriously spiffed up during a paving operation lasting several weeks. Randolph Habitat for
Humanity decides to build a new home on Sugar Plum Court, with community help. Area Sugarmakers
worry about new regulations in industry that may make it more expensive and could even result in dogs
being banned from sugarhouses. Comedienne Paula Poundstone draws a crowd to Chandler Music Hall.
Randolph plans to convert streetlights to LED lights saving $30,000 annually in electric costs, according
to Town Manager Mel Adams.

May: Yankee Magazine named Chandler “New England’s Best Music Hall.” The long-running foreign
exchange program run by the Rotary Club will skip Randolph Union High School this year. Volunteers
with the AFS exchange program report that more paperwork and higher prices are endangering that
program as well. Three longtime teachers retire from Randolph Elementary School—Carol Petty, Becky
Wood and Leslie Hutchinson. George “Sonny” Holt finished his term as Rotary International District
7850’s Governor, following a year of service, which he described as “rewarding and exciting.”
Groundbreaking celebration is held for Freedom Foods on Beanville Road; Gov. Shumlin attends.
Shumlin also attends groundbreaking for $3.5 million Biodigester at Vermont Technical College. Police
Advisory Committee studies what policy the local police should have with the use of Tasers. Randolph’s
first “Dental Care Day” is a big hit, as local dentists provide free care to 40 needy patients. Carol
Rittenhouse of Randolph Center dies in an automobile accident on Davis Road when her car hits a tree.
Randolph Planning Commission starts on a rewrite of the Randolph zoning ordinance. The work was
still continuing as the year ended.

June: Historic clock from the railroad station refurbished and placed in Town Hall, thanks to Rotarians
Ted Elzey and Larry Richburg. Film students at RTCC have an evening of their films shown at the
Playhouse to an appreciative audience. Senior prank at RUHS proves expensive, as 20,000 ladybugs are
released in the school cafeteria. Two seniors are referred to the Restorative Board, and members of the
senior class help pay the $1,500 cost of clean-up. Hilary Leicher closes her “Bud and Bella’s Bookshop”
on North Main Street. RUHS baseball team wins championship in Division 3.

July: Jan Floyd, wife of Randolph Center storekeeper Al dies, beloved by many, years after a courageous
struggle of a dozen years with cancers. Ret Marine Major Melvin McLaughlin wins national award in the
Salute to Seniors Contest. One of Randolph’s oldest homes, the Park Street home of the late Karl Haupt,
is destroyed by fire. State Rep. Larry Townsend loses battle with cancer; legislators and friends fill
Murray Auditorium for the funeral tribute. Unusually heavy rains on July 3 washed out many roads
including Brookfield Gulf. Dramatic rescue takes place on First Branch, when a Randolph resident is
pinned for half an hour between her and the rock in the rain-swollen river. Lyra Summer Music
Workshop returns to Randolph brining professional-level instruction to young people and fine concerts to
area audiences. For several days 3,000 organists, organ builders, and organ enthusiasts honored Randolph
with the 56™ annual convention of the Organ Historical Society and visiting organs throughout the state.
Randy Garner becomes new president of Randolph Rotary.



August: Michael Jacques pleads guilty to first-degree murder in the 2008 kidnapping and murder of
Brooke Bennett. To get the plea agreement, prosecutors agreed not to seek the death penalty, but Jacques
will serve life in prison with no possibility of parole and with no right to appeal the settlement. Vermont
Castings Group is purchased by an entity owned by employees of the company. It is still headquartered
in Paris, KY. The Central Vermont Chamber Music Festival comes back to Randolph and Chandler for
its 21% year. The first-ever Governor’s Institute on “Farms, Food and Your Future” comes to Vermont
Technical College for a week. It is the first time Vermont Tech has hosted a Governor’s Institute.
Randolph high school teacher and coach Ginny Richburg captures three medals at the National Senior
Games in Ohio. She completed in five events, winning, gold in the pole vault and bronze in the javelin
and 400-meter dash. The origin of a life-size statue of Jesus in the woods at Chandler Mari-Castle, now
owned by Richard and Phyllis Forbes, is unknown though previous owners, the Paraclete Fathers, may
have erected it.

September Six people want to fill the House seat left vacant by the death of Rep Larry Townsend. The
Democratic committee from the four-town district forwarded three names to Gov. Shumlin, who later
picked Marjorie Ryerson of Randolph to complete Townsend’s term. The Metropolitan Opera Company
rehearses an opera written by Nico Muhly, who was born in Randolph, “Two Boys” opened in New York
in November. Chandler annual New World Festival rocks Main Street. Following a successful
fundraising drive, the Playhouse debuts its new digital projector, later followed by 3-D technology.
Thanks to the members of the Green Mountain Gospel Chapel, an Albanian boy goes under surgery at a
Shriner’s Hospital to correct a chest-wall deformity that likely would otherwise kill him. Kathy Eddy of
Braintree will be the next director of the Randolph Senior Singers, succeeding Steve Finner of Barre as
interim director.

October: Just before he steps down as president of Randolph National Bank, Steve Dimick is presented
with the Hutchinson Award for Community Service by RACDC. Dimick will serve on the board of
directors of Lake Sunapee Bank, which purchased RNB. A new animal hospital opens on Route 12
owned and operated by veterinarian Dr. Sarah Murawski. Gifford Medical Center is awarded a
“certificate of need” for its planned senior living community in Randolph Center. With this final
requirement in place, construction is slated to start in the spring. The Herald breaks the story that
Anthony Doria, founder Vermont Law School, died earlier in the year. EC Fiber, a 24-town network,
hooks up its 400" subscriber with high-speed fiber-optic service

November: A tiny satellite, built and programed at VTC, is blasted into space and now orbits Earth,
sending signals to Dr. Carl Brandon, who spearheads this “Cube Sat” project with his VTC students.
With the continuing tight economy and cuts in federal funding to the state’s 3 SquaresVT program,
Randolph Area Food Shelf and other community pantries report a sharp increase in use. The Vermont
Medical Society presents pediatrician Louis DiNicola with its “Physician Award for Community
Service.” The Randolph Recreation Committee studies the question who should run town recreation
programs, eventually recommending that the town once again hire its own recreation director. For the
past 10 years, the Boys and Girls Club ran the programs for the town. Gifford is named a federally
qualified Health Center, a designation that comes with federal funding, financial benefits, and broader
responsibilities in patient care. David Palmer, director of the Stagecoach Public Transportation Service
since he started it in 1975, resigns. Rebecca Lewis, who is homeless, seeks someone to watch her pets.
This story picked up by WCAX-TV, and Lewis is deluged with offers of help. For the 14" year in a row,
Gifford Medical Center completes its fiscal year “in the black.” In a leadership turn-over Randolph Area
Community Development Corporation Board president Marty Strange and vice president Patrick French
stepped down, to be replaced by Dr. John Westbrook as president and Attorney Pam Stafford as vice
president. Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Gazebo was held by the White River Valley Chamber of
Commerce to usher in the Christmas season.



December: The 2013 rifle deer season ends with mixed reviews, with some stations reporting record
numbers of deer while others report “no deer in the woods.” Discussions continue about future
Stagecoach services, as board members manage the non-profit, now currently without an executive
director. Randolph officials learn that Randolph will be featured as a “community of distinction” on the
national TV show, Hometown USA. The Herald wins eight awards in the annual Vermont Press
Association contest, including a first place for the coverage of Tropical Storm Irene and its aftermath. A
group of ten Randolph Union High School students travel to Germany as part of new exchange program
with the school of Cuxhaven. Freedom Foods begins its move from a 7,000 sq. ft. space to a new state of
the art food processing plant that is three times larger, just a half-mile down the road. The newest micro-
brewery in the neighborhood is Bent Hill Brewery started by RUHS graduate Mike Czok. Gail Osha of
Randolph Center and Larry Brassard of Brookfield Rescue rescued an injured turkey vulture from certain
death in the snow and took it to a rehab center. Randolph Center’s 64™ Community carol sing was
celebrated by 50 happy residents at the Red School house.

Emergency Preparedness — Get READY NOW!

CAN YOU SURVIVE FOR 72 HOURS?

Emergencies and disasters can happen anytime: with or without warning; man-made or natural;
affecting few or large numbers of people; cover a wide area or be very localized; severe, life-
threatening to many or inconveniencing only a few; long-lived or of short duration. Preparing in
advance for the unexpected makes sense.

Only YOU can prepare the plan that adequately accommodates
your circumstances and needs.

Individuals, households, businesses, and communities should always have up-to-date disaster plans and kits.
The specifics of these depend on the age and capacity of individuals involved, where folks are at any point
in time (home, work, school), other roles anyone might be called upon to play (fireman, law enforcement,
medical personnel, town official). It may be necessary to be familiar with the details and expectations of
several emergency plans to assure that you act/react most appropriately in a disaster.

The Family Emergency Preparedness Workbook, available at the Randolph Town Hall or from VT
Emergency Management, is an excellent reference. This booklet provides ready-made checklists and other
valuable suggestions that you and your household can adapt to your personal circumstances.

At a minimum:
(1) Know emergency plans at school and work;
(2) Develop a Family Communications Plan;

(3) Create a plan to shelter-in-place and put together a Family Disaster Kit- water and non-perishable
food for three days, battery powered radio, flashlight, First Aid Kit, whistle, filter masks, manual can
opener, essential medicines for seven days; If you have family pets, please include their needs
(4) Create a plan to get away (evacuate) and learn alternate routes should main roads be closed;

(5) Speak with neighbors about their emergency plans and how you can help each other during a crisis.




1913  One hundred Years Ago

Another journey into the Herald and News of Randolph brings us some interesting tidbits for this article.
(Our thanks to the Herald office and Kimball Library for the privilege of accessing their files)

Plans were beginning for the dedication of the “new”, 1911 High and Grade School. Several pages of
print are allotted to very specifics of the new building— Vivid details of the rooms, builders etc. with
pictures. An interested reader might delve further into this January issue. In the fall of 1913, the school
board announces that it has the largest enrollment in history. (Does not give numbers)

Speaking of the High and Grade School, apparently there were dances planned, as in a letter by L. S.
Brigham, states his distaste for having dancing in the new building for it would “defiled”

It might be interesting to note that in medical cases little detail is left out. i.e., “Jan 16, Drs. Scott, Gifford
and Angell removed a quart of pus from lung. “ (Name withheld here) Speaking of Dr.
Gifford, John Pearl had some traveling difficulty with the winter driving: .... “Dr. J. P. Gifford was
ascending the Dyer Hill, so called, east of the Center Cemetery, and had gone up the hill some forty or
fifty rods in his automobile when the rear tire chain broke, upon which the machine commenced a very
rapid descent. The doctor stayed with the automobile, kept it in the road and took a pretty fast ride........
found one wheel broken and some other damage, but he was unhurt and of course not frightened, Mr.
Valade from the Center was called and drew the automobile into Mr. Dumont’s shed.*

This writer having a “bit” of knowledge of this area can be assured that “Dyer Hill” would be the Chase-
Lake- Beidler Hill, now on what is marked as the South Randolph Road. (Dyers lived in that area) The
Dumont place is the Chase — Lake —Beidler, as Burton and Emma Dumont owned the farm before
Raymond and Mary Chase.

This is the year that Randolph National Bank moved to its existing location, moving from the now called
“Frankenburg Agency” building. The building, which the bank moved to was then called the “Thurston
Block”, had three stories and a vault on each floor. The vault on the 2™ floor was used by the town clerk
and other offic