
Selectboard Meeting of December 8, 2016 
Town Hall Conference Room B, 7 Summer Street 

  
Selectboard:  Trini Brassard, Ross Evans and Michael Hildenbrand.  Absent:  Jerald Ward, M.D. 

Municipal Staff:  Melvin Adams (Town Manager) and Cindy Spaulding (Recorder), Bill Morgan 
(Facilities Manager) 

Public Attendees:  Patty Gruteke, Connie Chamberlin, Jeffrey Hurlburt, Tom Harty, Jim Sault, Alison 
Friedkin, Christine Everett, Jon Kaplan, Officer S. Tiersch, John Race, Anne Kaplan, Ann LaPerle, Amy 
McDowell, Sarah Murawski DVM., William Lynch, and Larry Satcowitz 

Media: Hannah Warren (ORCA) and David Crosby (Herald of Randolph) 

 

1. Call to order 

Mrs. Brassard called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

2. Public Hearing to take testimony on Canine Attack  

Mrs. Brassard opened the public hearing to take testimony regarding Jeff Hurlburt’s male husky while off 
property attacking Patty Gruteke’s small Chihuahua, causing injury. 

The board took testimony from RPD Officer Tierch, Ms. Gruteke, Mr. Hurlburt,  Ms. LaPerle, Mr. & Mrs. 
Kaplan, Mr. Lynch, Ms. McDowell and Dr. Murawski, DVM. 

Overview:  Mr. Hurlburt’s male husky “Chinook” escaped its enclosure, went over to Ms. Gruteke’s and 
attacked her small Chihuahua “Posie”.  The injury to “Posie” required veterinarian care.  Three years ago, the 
same dog attacked another dog of Ms. Gruteke.  Neighbors confirmed that “Chinook” has attacked small dogs 
when he is loose in the neighborhood.   

Dr. Murawski provided a description of the extent of Posie’s injuries and the other dog from a few years ago.   

Mr. Hurlburt reported since the incident “Chinook” is confined to the house and is escorted when he needs to go 
outside.  He also indicated that Ms. Gruteke has been seen over the years dropping stuffed animals into his 
dog’s enclosure getting a reaction from his dogs tearing up the small stuffed animals.   

Closed public hearing at 5:55 p.m. 

3. Approve Agenda 

On motion Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board approved the agenda as presented.  
Vote 3-0-0. 

4. Consent Calendar (Agenda) 

On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board approved the consent agenda as 
presented.  Vote 3-0-0. 

a. Meeting Minutes of November 10 (regular) and November 22 (Special) 

b. Sale of Burial Plot to: A. Curtis and G. Tomms 

c. Warrants 

5. New Business 

a. Letter of Support for Clara Martin Center’s Housing Project & Grant Request 

Clara Martin Center submitted a request for the Selectboard to support its Housing project at 28 South 
Main Street and to apply for funding through Community Development Block Grant.  Ms. Friedkin and 
Ms. Everett presented an outline of the housing project.   

On motion by Mrs. Brassard, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board approved Clara Martin 
Center’s request to support its Housing Project and to submit a grant application through CDBG 
for funding.  Vote 3-0-0. 
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b. Dog Ordinance 

The Board reviewed the draft dog ordinance.  Discussion ensued regarding various section changes in the 
ordinance.  The ordinance will be revisited at the Board’s meeting on December 28. 

c. Center Highway Garage Septic System – Re-award 

On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand the Board voted to revoke the contract 
with NRC and award the work to Accuworx in the amount of $7,460 and authorize Melvin Adams 
as signatory.  Vote 3-0-0. 

d. New Zoning Fee Schedule 

The Board reviewed the proposed zoning fee schedule.  There were questions regarding structures such as 
garages, sheds, and agriculture buildings categorized in the zoning fees, and why it is more expensive for 
design review. 

6. Old Business 

a. One-house Roads 
The board asked to review the criteria for a class 4 vs class 3 road for one-house roads, in order to assist 
with the road classifications.  Discussion ensued potentially changing them to a Class 4 and the 
maintenance responsibility, size of the roads, and the process to change classifications.   Tabled to a future 
meeting. 

7. Other Business 

Mr. Adams mentioned the Selectboard would need to provide a member to the Gifford Medical Center 
mediation, Dedication for the town report and idea of picture for the report cover.    

8. Executive Session pursuant to 1 VSA 313 (if any) 

No executive session. 

9. Deliberation from Public Hearing Canine Complaint  

Deliberation:  Send a letter to Mr. Hurlburt outlining:  male husky “Chinook” is to remain in the home at all 
times and on a leash when outside.   

10. Capital Improvement Budget Presentation 

The Board received a draft Capital Improvement Plan for FY2018, tabled for review on December 28.   

11. Adjournment  

At 7:05 p.m. on motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board voted to 
adjourn until its next special meeting at 6:00 p.m. on December 12, 2016 in Town Hall 
Conference Room A.  Vote 3-0-0. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cindy Spaulding 
Recorder 

 


