
Selectboard Meeting of January 12, 2017 
Town Hall Conference Room B, 7 Summer Street 

 

Selectboard:  Trini Brassard, Ross Evans, Michael Hildenbrand and Jerald Ward, M.D. 
 
Municipal Staff:  Melvin Adams (Town Manager), Cindy Spaulding (Recorder) and Michael DeCubellis 
(Finance Director), Amy Grasmick (Library Director) 
 
Public Attendees:  Abby Friedman (VLCT), Shane Niles, James Sault, Daniel Devoe, Robin Goodall and 
Robert Runnals 
 
Media:  Peter Rousseau (ORCA) and David Crosby (Herald of Randolph, The) 
 
1. Call to order 

 
Mrs. Brassard called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

2. Public Comment 
 
Ms. Goodall as a member of the Library Trustees had a few questions regarding the Library 
Budget.  Mrs. Brassard directed the discussion was part of the budget item in the agenda. 
meeting.   

 
3. Approve Agenda 

 
Mrs. Brassard suggested to move item 9 on the agenda under item 5 b. 
 
On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Dr. Ward, the Board approved the agenda as amended.  
Vote 4-0-0. 

  
4. Consent Calendar (Agenda) 

 
On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board voted to approve the 
consent agenda as presented.  Vote 4-0-0. 
 

Items approved:  

a. Meeting Minutes of December 8 (regular), December 12 and 28 (Specials)  
b. Interlibrary Loan (ratify) 
c. Banner Request Weatherize Upper Valley (ratify) 
d. Warrants 

 

5. New Business 

a.  Vermont Leagues of Cities and Towns 
 

Mr. Adams announced his retirement in August when his contract would be expiring.  Abby 
Friedman of VLCT provided a presentation of the services VLCT can offer to recruit a Town 
Manager.  She outlined the types of services, process steps, examples of resources:  job 
descriptions and employment ads, including background checks on candidates as well as an 
estimate of the direct cost to the town.     
 

b. Abatement Request for 8 Railroad Street 
 
Mr. Niles submitted a request to have his water and wastewater bill abated for 8 Railroad Street.  
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Discussion ensued with an overview of the property, water and sewer service lines, water and 
sewer billing, disconnect of the service, and alternative options.   
 

c. Budget 
 
The Board reviewed the budget and CIP with highlights on: 
 

 Library budgets and the process between the Library Trustees and the town  
 Listers/Assessors 
 Stagecoach 
 Special Appropriations 
 Increase in the Orange County Sheriff line item to $15,000 
 Consolidating of Buildings and Grounds Staff  
 Water District reimbursing the General Fund for Services of shoveling out fire hydrants 
 Including Maple Street Project in CIP 

 
The corrected final Operations Budget and CIP will be presented for approval at the 
January 19, Special Board meeting.  

 
d. Appoint Member to Citizens Advisory Board 

 
On motion Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board appointed Gus Howe 
Johnson as a member of the Citizens Advisory Board/Restorative Justice Panel.  Vote 4-0-
0. 
 

e. Schedule Public Hearing to adjust a portion of Clay-Wight Hill Road 
 
It is the consensus of the board to conduct a site visit at Clay-Wight Hill Road on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. and Public Hearing to take public comments  at 5:30 p.m. in Town 
Hall Conference Room B, 7 Summer Street.   
 

f. Adjust Insurance Deductible Offset available to Employees Using Personal  Vehicles for Town 
Business 

 
Action tabled to a future meeting. 

 
g. Solid Waste Implementation Grant FY2017 

 
On motion by Dr. Ward, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board approved the town submitting 
a grant application through the Solid Waste Implementation Program.  Vote 4-0-0. 
 

6. Old Business 

 

VLCT Representative to Special Meeting 

 

On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board appointed Melvin Adams as 
its representative to VLCT’s Special Board meeting on February 15, 2017. Vote 4-0-0. 
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7. Other Business 

a. VLCT Services 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to contract with VLCT for recruiting a Town Manager.  
Action on contract tabled to a future meeting. 
  

b. Abatement for 8 Railroad Street 
 

The Board discussed the abatement of 8 Railroad Street and various options and possible 
incentives. 
 

Mr. Niles is currently in arrears with water and wastewater charges along with 
penalty and interest totaling $3,659.93.  The board agreed that an agreement 
would be prepared between Niles and Randolph, which would create an 
opportunity for abating these fees and any additional accrued fees if conditions 
were met.  These conditions include Mr. Niles applying for a zoning permit for 
the property for a project of his choice, the project being completed in compliance 
with all federal, state and local requirements and a certificate of occupancy from 
the State Fire Marshal and Town Zoning Administrator being issued within 18-
months of the agreement being signed.  During the 18-month period of the 
agreement, the services will be charged as outlined in the new Water/Wastewater 
Ordinance (current rate is $57.50 per quarter) for 18 months and will accrue 
penalty and interest for unpaid balance.  

 
Once the agreement has been fully executed, Mr. Niles must satisfy all expenses incurred 
with Tax Attorney Pamela Stafford, prior to the Town removing the property from tax 
sale due for delinquent water/wastewater bill.  
 

If the certificate of occupancy is not obtained within 18-months agreed upon, there will 
be no abatement and Mr. Niles will owe all arrears accrued at that date.  Any balance not 
paid at this point will continue to accrue interest and penalties and the property will be 
charged the full rate as specified in the Water and Sewer Ordinances.   
  

8. Executive Session pursuant to 1 VSA 313 (if any)  

 

There was no executive session.   

 

9. Schedule Special Meetings for final approval of Warning & Budgets 

 

It was the consensus of the board to set the Public Informational Meeting for Town Meeting to March 
6, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in Town Hall Conference Room B, 7 Summer Street and to schedule a special 
meeting to sign the Annual Meeting Warning on January 30 at 7:30 a.m. in the Town Hall, 
Conference Room A. 
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10. Adjournment  

 

At 8:30 p.m. on motion by Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board adjourned 
until its Special meeting of January 19, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. in Town Hall Conference Room B, 7 
Summer Street.  Vote 4-0-0.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cindy Spaulding  
Recorder 


