
Selectboard Meeting of July 13, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 
Town Hall Conference Room B, 7 Summer Street 

 

 

Selectboard:  Trini Brassard, Ross Evans, Michael Hildenbrand and Lawrence Satcowitz.   
 Absent:  Jerald Ward, M.D. 
 
Municipal Staff:  Mel Adams (Town Manager), Cindy Spaulding (Recorder), Daniel Brunelle (RPD 
Chief) 
 
Public Attendees:  Jim Berry, Kelly Green, Forest McGreggor, Rachel Distefano, Jenny Davis, Kevin 
McCollister (Catamount) and Julie Iffland (RACDC).  There were several attendees, which did not sign 
in.  Observance of attendees:  Carolyn Tonelli and Kate (small girl who spoke of the need for sidewalks) 
 
Media: David Crosby (Herald of Randolph) and ORCA camera man – no name given 
 
1. Call to order 
 

Mrs. Brassard called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. 
 

2. Public Comment 
 

No public comment 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 
On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board approved the agenda as 
presented.  Vote:  4-0-0 
 

4. Consent Calendar 
 

On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Satcowitz, the Board approved the consent 
calendar as presented .  Vote: 4-0-0 
 
Approved below: 
a. Meeting Minutes of June 8 and June 22 
b. Sale of Burial Plot to Travis & Effie Farnham 
c. Special Events  Fresh Tracks Farm Vineyard & Winery at Randolph Farmers Market 
d. Warrants 

 

5. New Business 
 

a. GMEDC update on LED development planning 
 

Mr. Hanes, Executive Director of GMEDC provided an overview of LED development plan to 
expand.  LED is looking at a building site behind Freedom Foods on Beanville Road.  The 
building would be approximately 25,000 to 35,000 square feet and the jobs could increase to 100.  
The water and sewer utilities would have to be expanded.  GMEDC will be requesting to apply 
for a CBDB block grant and have the town be the grantee.  Tentative schedule to submit the grant 
would be in November.     
 
Mr. Hanes took questions from the Selectboard regarding the driveway to the new proposed 
property. 
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b. Discussion of Prospect Street sidewalk option 
 

Mr. Adams presented to the Board the request to install a sidewalk on Prospect Avenue as 
proposed which would be an amendment or change order to the current ECI contract for the Elm 
Street Neighborhood and Hospital Hill Street Rehab.  He provided an overview of the overall 
projects and tentative phase schedule, project expense and funding the projects. 
 
Discussion ensued concerning the type of curbing material granite or concrete for the sidewalk, 
curbing elevation, pitch of the sidewalk towards the storm drains, the location of the sidewalk, 
impact of the existing shade trees during the street rehab, and life of shade trees in the 
neighborhood. 
 
The Board received comments from residents on Prospect Avenue with highlights:  One opposes 
a sidewalk as it takes away from the aesthetics of the trees in the neighborhood.  A petition had 
been submitted to the board in support of a 4’ sidewalk instead of a 5’ sidewalk and would like 
the winter salting of the sidewalks in the neighborhoods to stop as it effects the neighborhood 
trees.    
 
Continued discussion with concerns with winter maintenance using low or no salt and plowing 
the sidewalks in the neighborhood and the impact of the salt has on the neighborhood trees. 
 
On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board approved the proposal 
to add a new sidewalk on Prospect Street in the amount of $54,650 and authorized Melvin 
Adams as authorized signatory.  Vote 4-0-0. 
 
Further discussion on granite or concrete curbing and the reserve funds and bond to supplement 
the project.  
 
On motion by Mr. Satcowitz, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board approved installing granite 
curbing on Prospect Avenue in the amount of $47,500.  Vote 2-2-0 (Hildenbrand/Brassard 
opposed).  Motion failed, curbing will be concrete. 
 

c. Overview of Maple Street Engineering 
 

Mr. Adams provided an overview of the request for proposal to solicit engineering design 
services for Maple Street Neighborhood project includes South Street, Earle Street, and Wiggett 
Street with the potential to give up Wiggett Street to Gifford Medical Center.  He was seeking 
permission to coordinate a neighborhood meeting with abutting property owners to discussion 
expanding South Street down to South Pleasant Street for water, sewer and storm infrastructure, 
potential sidewalk and right of ways (permanent or temporary).  .   

 
The consensus of the board is for the town to conduct a neighborhood meeting to discuss the 
Maple Street project.   

 
d. Green Mountain Stage Race on Routes 12 and 12A 
 

Mr. Kessler presented, on behalf of Green Mountain Stage Race, submitted a request to use the 
public roads in Randolph to conduct a bicycle stage race on September 2, 2017.  The proposed 
race route would start at Randolph Union High School, down Forest Street (Route 12) to Central 
Street (Route 12) out to Park Street (Route 12A) proceeding north to Northfield (Junctions of 
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Route 12A & Route 12) proceeding down Route 12 to Randolph.  There would be approximately 
five stages throughout the day.  Mr. Kessler did explained for safety purposes there would be lead 
cars comprised of VSP or other law enforcement and a race caravan with USA Cycling officials 
and EMS throughout the duration of the racecourse.  Vermont State Police, County Sheriffs or 
local law enforcement would be at each intersection of the course.  Chief Brunelle expressed his 
concerns that the race would be a mobile road closure throughout the day and that only law 
enforcement can direct traffic at intersections with traffic Stop or Yield signs.  The consensus of 
the Board the explanation has satisfied the concerns as long as Mr. Kessler coordinates with Chief 
Brunelle on the safety logistics.  Mr. Kessler would be responsible to inform the public and first 
responders of the event as outlined in the consent form.     
 
Upon motion by Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board  authorized consent 
to Green Mountain Stage Race, LLC. hold its 17th Annual Green Mountain Stage Race on 
September 2, 2017 using Route 12 and 12A through Randolph as outlined in the consent 
form,  naming Randolph as insured on a third party insurance policy provided by the 
United States Cycling Federation, authorizing Melvin Adams as signatory and for the event 
to be coordinated with Chief Brunelle of Randolph Police Department and show proof of 
State of Vermont two-abreast permit.  Vote 4-0-0. 
 

e. Purchase 2017 Ford Interceptor for Police 
 

Chief Brunelle requested permission to purchase a 2017 Ford Interceptor to replace the 2011 Ford 
Crown Victoria cruiser, which was totaled in an accident in May.  The Board reviewed the 
financial proposals to obtain a loan to purchase the cruiser 
 
On motion by Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded Mr. Satcowitz, the Board authorized the 
purchase of a 2017 Ford Interceptor in the amount of $27,456.00 for the Randolph Police 
Department and finance through Community Bank a loan rate of 2.27% for a term of four-
years and appointed Mel Adams as authorized signatory.  Vote 4-0-0. 

  
f. Legal Opinion and Agreement for RACDC’s Pocket Park on Randolph Avenue 
 

Mr. Adams provided an overview of the Lease Agreement for RACDC’s pocket park.  Discussion 
ensued concerning which organization should be the owner on the DRB application. It was 
discussed that RACDC should be.  The Board will receive an updated draft lease agreement and 
draft memorandum of understanding for the pocket park from Mr. Adams.  Action tentatively 
scheduled for a special meeting on July 18. 

 
g. VCDP Grant Agreement Amendment1:  IG-2014 Randolph-00004 
 

The Board reviewed the grant amendment for RACDC’s VCDP Grant for Armstrong Trailer 
Park.  Discussion ensued concerning why the grant was being amended.  It was explained that 
RACDC did not explain in the narrative that some of the expenses prior to grant award were to be 
included.   
 
On motion by Mr. Satcowitz, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board approved VCDP Grant 
amendment 1:  IG-2014-Randolph-00004 for Armstrong Trailer Park.  Vote 4-0-0. 

 
h. Review of Committee Appointments Process and Current Policy  
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The board discussed the Committee Appointment Policy with highlights on criteria of the 
committees, classification of committees, termination clause.  Review and action tabled to 
August. 

 
i. Contract Services with TRORC for Erosion Inventory under Better Roads   

Grant Category A 
 
The board inquired by the amount of match for through the grant was higher than anticipated.  
Tabled for action in August.   
 

j. Municipal Planning Grant for Town Plan (Planning Commission) 
 
No action item available, tabled to August. 
 

6. Old Business 
 

a. Proposed Police Station Architect Contract 
 
A meeting of the Police Design Committee is pending.  Discussion and action tabled to August. 
 

b. Property Listing Agreement for 45 South Main Street 
 

The Board reviewed the proposals from brokers to list 45 South Main Street for sale.   
 
On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board approved to list 45 
South Main Street with Dennis Brown Realty with a 6% broker fee and appointed Mel 
Adams as authorized signatory.  Vote 4-0-0. 
 

c. Memorandum of Decision for widening Clay Wight Road 
 
On motion by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Hildenbrand, the Board adopted the 
Memorandum of Decision for Widening Right-of-Way Along a Portion of Clay Wight Road 
that is to be Re-aligned.  Vote 4-0-0.  
 

7. Other Business 
 

There was no other business to discuss. 
 

8. Executive Session Pursuant to 1 VSA 313 (if any) 
 
At 8:25 p.m. on motion by Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board entered 
into executive session pursuant to 1 VSA 313 (a)(3) Personnel.  Vote 4-0-0 
 
At 8:40 p.m. on motion by Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded by Mr. Evans, returned to open 
session. Vote 4-0-0. 
 
Action:  Consensus of the Board to schedule a Special Meeting on July  18 and tentatively July 21 
to conduct interviews. 

 
9. Adjournment 



Selectboard Meeting of July 13, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 
Town Hall Conference Room B, 7 Summer Street 

 

 

At 8:45 p.m. on motion by Mr. Hildenbrand, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board adjourned 
until its next scheduled meeting of July 18, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. in Town Hall Conference 
Room A.  Vote 4-0-0  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cindy Spaulding 
Recorder 


